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Overview
This guide is designed to assist �fth grade students and parents to make a smooth transition to sixth
grade. It provides basic information to help students make course selections and plan academic
futures while in middle school.

Counselor's Corner
Professional school counselors provide classroom guidance lessons to help all 5th grade students
understand the importance of school transition activities and help prepare students for the move to
middle school.
 
Student success is our priority.
 
Additionally, school counselors will meet with students and parents individually to make sure they
understand the course selection process.
 
In collaboration with middle school counselors, our student support staff located on elementary and
middle school campuses will offer parent nights in person and via zoom to answer questions
regarding the transition process and prepare families for secondary expectations.

Course Catalogs
The District publishes middle and high school course catalogs annually. The catalogs are maintained
on the district website. The course catalogs provide detailed information about class offerings.
https://www.fwisd.org/Page/6999

Grading Scale

https://www.fwisd.org/Page/6999


The school year is divided into two semesters, each made up of three six-week grading periods.
Students receive a numeric grade for each six-weeks grading period.
 
Semester grades are calculated by averaging the three grades received in each grading period. A
student will pass a semester with a grade of 70 or higher.
 
90 - 100 = A
80 - 89 = B
70 - 79 = C
Below 70 = F

Required Courses
Students in most middle schools take 7 courses per day. Each class period is 50 minutes with a
passing period between classes.
 
Sixth grade students are required to take courses in English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Social
Studies, Science, and Physical Education/Health.
 
A minimum of one year of �ne arts is required in middle school.

Electives
Sixth grade students select 1 - 2 electives. Electives vary by campus, but include courses like
Visual/Performing Arts (minimum of one year), AVID, Computer Literacy/Enrichment, JROTC, and
Discovering Languages and Cultures.



Middle School Programs
The FWISD is committed to providing quality instruction in all courses, at all levels.
 
Courses are offered at an on-level, honors, advanced, and accelerated pace. High school credit
courses are also offered in middle school.
 
Honors Courses - These courses cover the same content as on-level courses with a wider range and
greater depth of subject matter. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking skills, creative thinking, and
independent guided research. In the middle school program, these courses are offered in
English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.
 
Advanced Courses - These courses cover a full year plus a portion of a second year of content in one
school year. In the middle school program, these courses are offered in Mathematics and Science.
 
Accelerated Courses - These courses cover multiple years of content in one school year. In the middle
school program, these courses are offered in Mathematics.

Gifted and Talented
5th grade Gifted/Talented students are scheduled in appropriate, rigorous core courses in their area of
giftedness (i.e. if identi�ed as general intellectual, scheduled in honors, advanced, or accelerated
Science, Math, Literacy, and Social Studies). G/T students are also encouraged to enroll in courses
that are of particular interest or talent (art, technology, music, theater, visual art, dance).



 
High School Courses - These courses provide students who have completed the middle school
curriculum an opportunity to take high school-level courses while in middle school. Grades earned in
high school courses taken in middle school will be noted on the high school transcript and may impact
high school GPA and Class Rank. Students and parents should talk to counselors before enrolling in
these courses. In the middle school program, high school courses are offered in English/Language
Arts, Mathematics, Science, World Languages, and Career and Technical Education.
 
Structured Literacy & Enhanced Math - Structured/Enhanced courses are courses designed for
students who need additional supports in English Language Arts/Reading and/or Math based on the
STAAR assessment, NWEA MAP data, or other local data points.
 
These courses are double-blocked with a student's regular grade level ELAR or Math course and are
designed speci�cally to support students to achieve grade-level pro�ciency. There is a structured
curriculum and resources that are used in this course to support your child academically. As a result of
students being double-blocked, students will be scheduled in one less elective.
 
If you have questions or concerns about this, please discuss this with your counselor or Principal. 
 
 
In 6th grade, the following types of courses are offered:
 
On-Level

All Courses
 
Honors

English/Language Arts
Social Studies

 
Advanced

Mathematics
Science

 
Accelerated

Mathematics
 
Enhanced/Structured

English/Language Arts
Mathematics

 
 
Students and parents will have an opportunity to select honors, advanced, or accelerated options
when registering for 6th grade courses. 
 
The District encourages any student who has an interest in an above-grade level course to register for
one.
 
Students interested in an advanced or accelerated course need to remember that the course moves at
a faster pace since more than one year of content is covered in a single year.
 



Students enrolled in advanced or accelerated courses are also required to take the STAAR test that
corresponds to the course. For example, a student enrolled in Accelerated 6th grade math (6, 7, and 8
grade math taught in one year) is required to take the 8th grade mathematics STAAR test.
 
A student who is not enrolled in an advanced or accelerated course in 6th grade but wants to do so in
7th grade may be required to enroll in summer school to complete the missed content.
 
A student enrolled in an honors, advanced, or accelerated course in 6th grade who wants to move to a
less rigorous course, can do so.

Special Education Services
All courses for middle school students receiving special education services will be selected following
the process outlined for general education students, except when a student requires an alternate
course of study, as determined by the ARD committee. If the ARD committee determines that a general
education course does not meet the needs of a special education student, the committee will reference
the Course Selection Guides to select a substitute course that is aligned to the general education
course.

Course Pathways for Emergent Bilinguals (EBs)
Upon initial enrollment in any Texas district, parents are asked to complete a Home Language Survey.
This survey asks questions about language use in the home by the family and the student. If any of
the responses on the survey indicate that a language other than English is used in the home and/or by
the student, the student is assessed to determine his or her level of English pro�ciency. In FWISD, these
initial English language pro�ciency assessments are usually administered at the Student Placement
Center. The staff is trained in administering state-approved language pro�ciency assessments. If the
student is a Spanish-speaker, a Spanish language pro�ciency assessment is administered as well. This
helps the school determine appropriate placement in the Dual Language (DL) program.
 
A student who is determined to have less than full �uency in English is identi�ed as Emergent Bilingual
(EB) and is entitled to receive special language services from the district. If a student quali�es for
special language support programs, the Student Placement Center makes program
recommendations, which are then sent to the campus Language Pro�ciency Assessment Committee
or LPAC. The campus LPAC reviews the recommendations and assessment information from the
Student Placement Center and makes the �nal program placement decision as well as any linguistic
accommodations needed for state-mandated assessments.
 
Parent permission must be secured before any language support services can be provided. The LPAC
will also determine whether certain accommodations are necessary for any state-mandated
assessments. The Texas English Language Pro�ciency Assessment System (TELPAS) will also be
administered to Emergent Bilingual students who qualify for services. If a student is considered an
Emergent Bilingual and receives special education services because of a qualifying disability, the
student’s ARD committee will make instructional and assessment decisions in conjunction with the
LPAC.
 
Students identi�ed as beginning- or intermediate-level English-speaking students may be scheduled
into a Newcomer Program (NP). These include International Newcomer Academy (grades 6-9) and



Success High School (grades 9-12) for recently-arrived immigrants, as well as Language Centers
Newcomer Programs at various middle and high schools. In these programs, students take ESL (if
middle school) and EngSOL I and II (if high school) as well as “sheltered” core area classes. At high
school, the two EngSOL credits may substitute for English I and II credits. Students completing the
Newcomer Program are moved to Transition ESL programs, if they are in middle school, or to Sheltered
English programs, if they are in high school.
 
High school emergent bilinguals at the advanced- or advanced-high levels, as determined by the LPAC
committee, may not, unless special circumstances exist, be placed in EngSOL classes, but, instead, are
to be placed in Sheltered English classes. Middle school advanced- or advanced-high students, on the
other hand, must be served in Transition ESL programs. See the ELA/ESOL Pathways to Graduation
for EBs chart below for the recommended EngSOL/English course sequence for middle school and
high school.
 
Emergent bilingual students are not precluded from taking on-level, honors, advanced, or accelerated
courses at middle school or Dual Credit or Advanced Placement courses at high school. Emergent
bilingual students may take Sheltered English Language Arts while also taking on-level, honors,
advanced, or accelerated courses in other content areas.
 
Emergent bilinguals coming from Dual Language have several options for continuing studies in
Spanish or another language. World Languages Institute (WLI) is the FWISD’s Dual Language program
for grades 6-12. Emergent bilinguals may apply for admission through the Gold Seal Program of
Choice application process. At WLI academic courses are taught in both Spanish and English.
Bilingual/multilingual students have the opportunity to begin the study of a third or fourth language.
All middle and high school campuses offer World Language options. See the World Language
Pathways for EBs coming from Dual Language Chart below for course options.
 
Emergent bilinguals who have participated in the Dual Language program for at least �ve consecutive
years, have also demonstrated English pro�ciency in reading and math, by scoring at or above the
‘Meets Grade Level’ performance standard on the STAAR tests for those subjects, and have passed
the district Spanish Pro�ciency test may satisfy one credit of the two high school credits required in a
language other than English (LOTE Testing).

Course Progressions
Students can select from courses within a Traditional, Honors, or Advanced Placement (AP)/Dual
Credit (DC) Progression.
 
A Traditional progression consists of on-level courses; while Honors and AP/DC Progressions contain
honors, advanced, accelerated, and AP/DC/OnRamps Courses.
 
A progression chart allows students and parents to see how courses progress as students move from
one grade to the next.
 
Students can select a Traditional progression of courses in one content area while selecting an Honors
or AP progression in a different content area. 
 
Students can switch to courses in other progressions provided that prerequisites for the new course
have been met. Students can change courses within the �rst 10 days of a semester.



 
It's important to look at the �nal course in a progression to get an idea of the rigor for that path. For
example, a student who takes Accelerated Math in 6th grade will take AP Calculus in 11th grade and a
course more rigorous than AP Calculus in 12th grade.





Fine Arts Courses Pathways



A minimum of one year of Fine Arts credit is required in middle and high school. A student can take
additional courses beyond the requirements as electives.
 
Below are course pathways for Dance, Band, Mariachi, Orchestra, Piano, Music Studies, Theatre,
Vocal, and Art.
 
Middle School Fine Arts courses are not prerequisites for high school courses. However, beginning
band, beginning mariachi, and beginning orchestra are not offered in high school. Students need
experience in these areas to participate in high school programs. 
 
Please note, not all courses are offered at all campuses. Check with the school counselor to obtain a
list of the courses offered at your campus.






